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Botanical Name Common Name Quantity Attracts Wildlife Plant Type Height Width Growth Rate Seasonality Flower Color Flowering Season Sun Soil Drainage Water 

Requirement

Summer Irrigation Soil Tips Propagation Plant Url

Achillea millefolium Common Yarrow 5 Pollinators especially butterflies and bees, hummingbirds, 

finches, sparrows, mourning doves, and towhees

Perennial herb 1 - 3 ft 6 - 18 in Fast, Moderate Evergreen, 

Summer 

White, Yellow Summer, Spring Full Sun, Partial 

Shade, Deep Shade

Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Low Max 1x / week once 

established

Nearly any type except very wet. 

Because of its deep roots it has been 

<p>Plant in loamy soils that are at least 8 inches 

deep, with a pH of 6-8. It is intolerant of anaerobic 

Spreads by rhizomes. Plant 

seed in warm soil, max 1/4 

https://calscape.org/Achillea-

millefolium-%28Common-Yarrow%29

Aesculus californica California Buckeye 1 Caterpillars, butterflies. Flowers attract Hummingbirds. 

Insects attract woodpeckers, nuthatches

Tree 13 - 39 ft 40 ft Moderate Summer 

Deciduous, 

White, Cream Summer, Spring Partial Shade, Full 

Sun

Medium, Slow Low, Very Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Tolerates a variety of soils including 

clay

Plant in sandy or loamy soils that are at least 36 

inches deep, with a pH of 5.5-7.5. It is intolerant of 

For propagating by seed:  

No treatment; use fresh 

https://calscape.org/Aesculus-

californica-%28California-Buckeye%29

Arctostaphylos hookeri Hooker's Manzanita 2 Edible fruit attracts many birds, including mockingbirds, 

robins, and Cedar Waxwings; provides nectar for 

Shrub 1 - 6 ft 6 ft Moderate Evergreen Pink, White, 

Red

Winter, Spring Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast, Medium Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Can tolerate a little clay but does best 

in heavy loam or sandy loam that is 

Prefers sun or part shade.This plant is not 

particularly drought tolerant.  It likes summer water 

https://calscape.org/Arctostaphylos-

hookeri-%28Hooker%27s-Manzanita%29

Artemisia californica California Sagebrush 2 Seed-eating Birds, Butterflies, Caterpillars Shrub 1 - 8 ft 4 ft Fast Summer 

Deciduous

Cream, White, 

Yellow

Spring, Summer, Fall Full Sun Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Low, Very Low Max 1x / month 

once established

Usually found on very dry slopes or 

sandy soil with low nutrient content, 

<p>Likes full sun. After established, it should survive 

the dry months with no supplementary water. It's 

https://calscape.org/Artemisia-

californica-%28California-

Asclepias fascicularis Narrow Leaf Milkweed 6 Birds. Host plant for Monarch Butterfly caterpillars. Perennial herb 2 - 3 ft 1 ft Winter 

Deciduous

Lavender, Pink, 

White

Summer, Fall Full Sun Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Low, Very Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Tolerates a variety of soils including 

sandy, clay and saline

<p>Requires fast draining soil. Prefers sun, and will 

produce less flowers in partial shade. Likes dry 

For propagating by seed: No 

treatment. Seeds need light 

https://calscape.org/Asclepias-

fascicularis-%28Narrow-Leaf-

Clarkia rubicunda Ruby Chalice Clarkia Seeds Bees, Butterflies, Caterpillars, Seed-eating birds Annual herb 2 ft 2 ft Fast Winter 

Deciduous

Pink, Red, 

Purple

Spring, Summer Full Sun Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Very Low Max 1x / month 

once established

Adaptable Prefers sun or part shade. Collect seeds by allowing 

pods to dry on plant.

https://calscape.org/Clarkia-rubicunda-

%28Ruby-Chalice-Clarkia%29

Epilobium canum California Fuchsia 2 Pollinators especially hummingbirds Perennial herb 3 - 18 in 2 - 3 ft Fast Winter Semi-

deciduous

Red Summer, Fall Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Very Low, Low Max 1x / month 

once established

Tolerates clay and sand Prefers sun. Likes dry slopes. After established, it 

should survive the dry months with no 

Self-seeds readily. 

Rhizomes can be 

https://calscape.org/Epilobium-canum-

%28California-Fuchsia%29

Eriogonum fasciculatum California Buckwheat 3 Bees, Birds, Butterflies, Caterpillars Shrub, Perennial 

herb

1 - 7 ft 3 ft Fast, Slow Evergreen Yellow, Cream, 

Pink, White

Summer, Spring, Fall Full Sun Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Low, Very Low Max 1x / month 

once established, 

Never irrigate once 

Prefers loamy soils <p>Plant in sandy or loamy soils that are at least 10 

inches deep, with a pH of 7.5-8.5. It is intolerant of 

anaerobic soils, tolerant of calcareous soils, and 

For propagating by seed:  

No treatment.

https://calscape.org/Eriogonum-

fasciculatum-%28California-

Buckwheat%29
Eschscholzia californica California Poppy Seeds Bees, Birds, Butterflies, Caterpillars Annual herb, 

Perennial herb

2 - 24 in 1 - 2 ft Fast, Moderate Summer 

Deciduous

Orange, Yellow Spring, Winter, 

Summer, Fall

Full Sun Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Very Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Prefers sandy, infertile, well-drained 

soils.

<p>Plant in sandy, loamy, or clay soils that are at 

least 10 inches deep, with a pH of 5.8-7.5. It is 

Easily grown from seed, and 

readily reseeds. Can be 

https://calscape.org/Eschscholzia-

californica-%28California-Poppy%29

Festuca californica California Fescue 4 Butterflies, Caterpillars, Seed-eating birds Grass 1 - 4 ft 3 ft Fast, Moderate Evergreen Yellow Spring, Winter Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Very Low Max 3x / month 

once established

Prefers loamy or clay soils.  Grows 

poorly in sandy soils.

<p>Plant in loamy or clay soils that are at least 8 

inches deep, with a pH of 6.1-7.5. It is intolerant of 

https://calscape.org/Festuca-californica-

%28California-Fescue%29

Fragaria chiloensis Beach Strawberry 10 Song Sparrows, finches, robins, black-headed Grosbeaks, 

waxwings, scrub jays, California thrashers and towhees

Perennial herb 1 - 4 in 2 - 3 ft Moderate Evergreen White Spring, Summer, 

Winter

Partial Shade, Full 

Sun

Fast Moderate Max 1x / month 

once established, 

Max 2x / month 

Prefers sandy soils Plant in sandy or loamy soils that are at least 10 

inches deep, with a pH of 5.8-7.8. It is intolerant of 

anaerobic soils, moderately tolerant of calcareous 

Divide rooted runners and 

transplant.

https://calscape.org/Fragaria-chiloensis-

%28Beach-Strawberry%29

Frangula californica 'Eve 

Case'

Eve Case Coffeeberry 2 Birds love the berries: thrushes, California and Stellar’s 

Jays, Northern Mockingbirds, California Thrashers, 

Shrub 3 - 6 ft 4 - 6 ft slow Evergreen Green Spring Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Low, Very Low Tolerates a wide variety of soils https://calscape.org/Frangula-

californica-%27Eve-Case%27-%28Eve-

Grindelia hirsutula Gumplant 2 Butterflies, seeds for juncos, sparrows, towhees Perennial herb 5 - 8 ft moderate Winter semi-deciduYellow Summer, Fall Full Sun Fast, Medium, Slow Low, Very Low Sandy or clay places, slopes https://calscape.org/Grindelia-hirsutula-

%28Gumweed%29-2

Iris douglasiana Douglas Iris 3 Butterflies, Caterpillars Perennial herb 7 - 31 in 2 - 4 ft Fast, Moderate Evergreen Blue, Pink, 

Purple, White, 

Winter, Spring Full Sun, Partial 

Shade, Deep Shade

Slow Low, Moderate Max 1x / month 

once established

Prefers heavy soils with organic matter Prefers part shade. It is tolerant of sand, clay, 

serpentine, and seasonal flooding. It likes summer 

Will self-sow and will 

hybridize if you have more 

https://calscape.org/Iris-douglasiana-

%28Douglas-Iris%29

Koeleria macrantha Junegrass 4 Butterflies, Caterpillars, Seed-eating birds Grass 8 - 28 in 1 ft Slow, Fast Summer Semi-

deciduous

Yellow, Brown Spring Full Sun, Partial 

Shade, Deep Shade

Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Low

Layia platyglossa Common Tidy Tips Seeds Butterflies, Caterpillars, Seed-eating birds Annual herb 6 - 24 in 6 - 24 in Yellow Winter, Spring Full Sun Fast, Medium, 

Slow

Low Max 3x / month 

once established

Prefers clay or loamy soil, tolerates 

sandy soil

Prefers sun and clay rich soils. Tolerates seaside 

conditions.

By seed https://calscape.org/Layia-platyglossa-

%28Common-Tidy-Tips%29

Lonicera hispidula Pink Honeysuckle 3 Flowers attract Anna’s and Allen’s Hummingbirds and 

Hooded Orioles; berries eaten by California Thrashers, 

Shrub, Vine 4 ft 8 ft Fast Winter 

Deciduous

Pink Spring, Summer Partial Shade Medium, Slow Low, Very Low Max 1x / month 

once established

Tolerates a variety of soils including 

clay

Prefers part shade. Likes slopes and stream banks. For propagating by seed:  

1mo. 

https://calscape.org/Lonicera-hispidula-

%28Pink-Honeysuckle%29-2

Lonicera involucrata Twinberry 2 Flowers attract hummingbirds; fruit eaten by Robins, 

Wrentits, California + Spotted Towhees, Hermit + 

Shrub 2 - 16 ft 3 - 4 ft Moderate Winter 

Deciduous

Yellow, 

Orange, Red

Summer Partial Shade, Full 

Sun

Fast Low, Moderate Max 1x / week once 

established

Prefers moist, sandy soil <p>Plant in loamy or clay soil that is at least 12 in. 

deep, with a pH of 5.5-8. It requires only moderately 

https://calscape.org/Lonicera-

involucrata-%28Black-Twinberry%29

Lupinus albifrons Silver Lupine 2 Seed-eating Birds, Bees, Butterflies, Caterpillars Shrub 3 - 5 ft 2 - 3 ft Fast Evergreen Blue, Lavender, 

Purple

Winter, Spring, 

Summer

Full Sun Fast Low, Very Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Occurs in a variety of soils Prefers full sun with good drainage. Likes sandy or 

rocky soils that are dry, but will tolerate some 

By seed https://calscape.org/Lupinus-albifrons-

%28Silver-Lupine%29

Melica imperfecta Small Flowered Melica 12 Butterflies, Caterpillars, Seed-eating birds Grass 3 - 4 ft 1 ft Moderate Summer Semi-

deciduous, 

Yellow, Brown Spring, Winter Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast, Medium Moderate, Very 

Low

Max 1x / month 

once established

Tolerates a variety of soils Plant in sandy or loamy soils that are at least 12 

inches deep, with a pH of 6-7.8. It is intolerant of 

For propagating by seed:  

No treatment. Best sown in 

https://calscape.org/Melica-imperfecta-

%28Small-Flowered-Melica%29

Monardella villosa Coyote Mint 3 Bees, Birds, Butterflies, Hummingbirds, Caterpillars Perennial herb 2 ft 3 ft Moderate Evergreen, 

Summer Semi-

Pink, Lavender Summer Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Medium Low, Very Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Tolerates a variety of soils Prefers sun or part shade. Can take extra water in a 

garden if given good drainage. Tolerates sand, clay, 

For propagating by seed:  

No treatment.

https://calscape.org/Monardella-villosa-

%28Coyote-Mint%29

Nemophila menziesii Baby Blue Eyes Seeds Butterflies, Caterpillars Annual herb 6 in 6 in Blue Spring Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast, Medium Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Sandy to loamy Prefers sun or part shade. Likes moist soils. By seed. For propagating by 

seed: If sown outdoors in 

https://calscape.org/Nemophila-

menziesii-%28Baby-Blue-Eyes%29

Phacelia californica Rock Phacelia 6 Bees, Butterflies, Caterpillars Annual herb, 

Perennial herb

6 - 18 in 1 - 2 ft Fast Evergreen, 

Summer 

Lavender, 

White

Spring, Summer Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast Low, Moderate Never irrigate once 

established

Adaptable, well draining Requires fast draining soil. Prefers sun or part shade. 

Likes slopes.

https://calscape.org/Phacelia-

californica-%28Rock-Phacelia%29

Phacelia distans Wild Heliotrope Seeds Bees, Butterflies, Caterpillars Annual herb 2 - 31 in 3 ft Fast Purple, 

Lavender

Spring Full Sun Fast, Medium Very Low Never irrigate once 

established

Tolerates a variety of soils as long as 

drainage is good

Requires fast draining soil. Prefers sun. Likes clay or 

rocky slopes.

By seed https://calscape.org/Phacelia-distans-

%28Wild-Heliotrope%29

Ribes sanguineum Red Flowering Currant 3 Flowers attract hummingbirds; berries attract thrushes, 

towhees, robins, finches

Shrub 6 - 13 ft 7 ft Fast, Moderate Winter 

Deciduous

Red, Pink, 

Purple

Spring, Winter Partial Shade Medium Low Max 3x / month 

once established

Tolerates a variety of soils Plant in sandy or loamy soils that are at least 16 

inches deep, with a pH of 6-7.5. It is intolerant of 

For propagating by seed: 3.5 

to 5 months stratification 

https://calscape.org/Ribes-sanguineum-

%28Red-Flowering-Currant%29

Salvia 'Dara's Choice' Dara's Choice Sage 1 Bees, Butterflies, Hummingbirds Shrub 1 - 2 ft 3 - 6 ft Fast Evergreen, 

Summer Semi-

Blue, Lavender Spring, Summer Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast, Medium Low Max 1x / month 

once established

Adaptable, including sandy, coarse-

grained, and clay (with reticent 

https://calscape.org/Salvia-

%27Dara%27s-Choice%27-

Salvia mellifera Black Sage 2 Butterflies, Caterpillars Shrub 3 - 6 ft 3 - 10 ft Moderate Evergreen, 

Summer Semi-

deciduous, 

Blue, Lavender, 

White

Winter, Spring, 

Summer

Full Sun Fast, Medium Extremely Low, 

Very Low

Max 1x / month 

once established, 

Never irrigate once 

Tolerates a variety of soils although it 

is happier with good drainage

Black sage is able to grow on a variety of different 

soils, including sandstone, shale, granite, 

serpentinite, and gabbro or basalt. It requires a 

For propagating by seed:  

No treatment; sow outdoors 

in early fall. Germination 

https://calscape.org/Salvia-mellifera-

%28Black-Sage%29

Salvia spathacea Hummingbird Sage 2 Pollinators especially hummingbirds, butterflies and bees Perennial herb 1 - 3 ft 3 ft Moderate Evergreen Pink, Red Winter, Spring, 

Summer

Deep Shade, Full 

Sun, Partial Shade

Medium Very Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Tolerates a variety of soils <p>Tolerates clay and serpentine. In its native range 

it gets 20 to 35 inches of rainfall per year. After 

Spreads by rhizomes.  For 

propagating by seed:  No 

https://calscape.org/Salvia-spathacea-

%28Hummingbird-Sage%29

Sambucus racemosa 

‘Sutherland Gold’

Red Elderberry 1 Butterflies, Caterpillars, Berry-eating birds Shrub, Tree 7 - 20 ft White, Yellow, 

Cream

Spring, Summer Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Fast, Medium Low, Moderate Favors deeper, loamy sands and silts 

and nutrient rich sites with good 

Requires moist soil. Prefers sun. https://calscape.org/Sambucus-

racemosa-%28Red-Elderberry%29

Scrophularia californica Bee Plant 5 Bees, Seed-eating Birds, Butterflies, Hummingbirds, 

Caterpillars

Perennial herb 2 - 4 ft 1 - 3 ft Fast Evergreen Red Winter, Spring Partial Shade Fast, Medium Low Max 2x / month 

once established

Adaptable to garden soils Requires moist soil. Prefers part shade. https://calscape.org/Scrophularia-

californica-%28Bee-Plant%29

Solidago velutina ssp. 

californica

California Goldenrod 5 Finches and seed-eating birds. Host plant for Northern 

Checkerspot butterfly; nectar plant for Monarchs and 

Perennial herb 2 - 5 ft Fast Evergreen Yellow Summer, Fall Full Sun, Partial 

Shade

Medium Very Low, Low Max 1x / month 

once established, 

Tolerates a variety of soils It likes summer water at least once per month, and 

at most twice per week. It does well when the soil is 

https://calscape.org/Solidago-velutina-

ssp.-californica-%28California-


