TIM’s TIPS FOR ECOLOGICAL GARDENING

Think Globally, Plant Regionally (the California Floristic Province (CFP))

FALL is for gardening (despite the advertisements!)

Site Prep is the Key Step - remove lawn, weeds, man-made debris; and install
landscaping features such as large boulders, hills & dells, and/or hardscaping to
“set the stage” for your native plant community.

Soil is the Soul: Leave the Leaves, make compost from food scraps & coffee
grounds. DON’T BUY PEAT MOSS and lay-down your gas-powered leaf-blowers.

Right plant, right place: micro-climates and landscaping constraints - sun
exposure, soils, drainage, utility lines (overhead & underground).

Formulate Goals & Themes for your “planting palette”.

Prioritize multi-purpose species to maximize fragrance, function (wildlife
support), and floristics (4-season flowering).

Strive for habitat complexity: naturalistic appearance, species diversity, layers of
canopy (front to back & top to bottom), and intertwined branches.

Ethical sourcing: Tree of Life Nursery and Theodore Payne are both great!
You have more water than you think! Graywater & Rain Barrels.

Early Action on Weed Control: NO SEEDS FROM WEEDS!

Your garden will show you what it wants to be! Continuous improvements
through garden editing & filling the gaps.

Add water features and a hot pepper suet feeder to bring the birds!

Buy birds-be-safe collars for your cat (and your neighbor’s too!).

RESIST the temptation to install landscape lighting - DarkSky International.

Learn Pruning Techniques: remove branches that are weakly attached, crossing,
dead, and growing from the root crown (suckers) - guides from NCSU & UNM.

More Tim’s Tips online: garden profile, plant list, and in-depth information.
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https://ucanr.edu/site/uc-master-gardener-program-alameda-county/planting-california-natives-time-now-fall/winter
https://calscape.org/design-ideas
https://californianativeplants.com/blog/garden-planning-tools/creating-and-caring-for-your-native-garden/
https://xerces.org/blog/leave-the-leaves
https://davidsuzuki.org/living-green/composting-dos-and-donts/#:~:text=Avoid%20adding,that%20means%20materials%20are%20decomposing.
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=make+compost+kitchen+scraps+coffee+grounds+organics&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/feb/13/worlds-largely-unprotected-peatlands-are-ticking-carbon-bomb-warns-study
https://guides.monmouth.edu/Climate_Change/LeafBlowers
https://calscape.org/garden-planner/welcome
https://www.cnps.org/gardening/fragrant-natives-for-the-garden-5684
https://baynature.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Gardening-for-Wildlife-with-Native-Plants.pdf
http://www.apple.com
https://californianativeplants.com/blog/the-california-garden/#:~:text=Diversity%20of%20Natural%20Communities:%20Coastal,place%20to%20the%20California%20garden.
https://californianativeplants.com
http://www.apple.com
https://ucanr.edu/blog/over-fence-alameda-county/article/gardening-graywater-sustainable-approach-water-conservation
http://www.occonservewater.net/programs/incentive/rainbarrel
https://sierrafoothillgarden.com/2011/03/29/the-story-of-california-natives-gardens-is-the-story-of-weeds/
https://chapters.cnps.org/oc/2018/10/24/water-features-in-our-garden/
https://nature-niche.com/products/hot-pepper-blend-11-oz-suet-cake
http://www.apple.com
https://www.birdsbesafe.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21102219482&gbraid=0AAAAAD19cfU-vbzqDWiFV8eHwszjcx4sm&gclid=Cj0KCQiArt_JBhCTARIsADQZaykOEy-z6eJT2HpWpdrwnYbVQe0G2WN6fntM7WKXqYod8-67BzWE6koaAlwbEALw_wcB
https://www.dripworks.com/blog/how-to-light-up-your-garden-without-disturbing-wildlife#:~:text=Install%20low-level%20path%20lights,areas%20that%20are%20used%20frequently.
https://darksky.org/resources/what-is-light-pollution/effects/wildlife-ecosystems/
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/pdf/general-pruning-techniques/2014-09-29/general-pruning-techniques.pdf
https://extension.umn.edu/planting-and-growing-guides/pruning-trees-and-shrubs
https://bringingbackthenatives.net/tim-vendlinskis-garden

