
     California Native Plants for Moraga Gardens—Al Kyte 
 
 
 
If I had to limit myself to 10 California Natives for a Moraga garden, they would be these 
 
 
 
Wild Flowers 
1. Sulphur buckwheat (Eriogonum umbullatum) – long blooming, attractive, yellow color 
2. Blue-bedder penstemon (Penstemon heterophyllos) – long blooming, pure blue color 
3. Bush monkey flower (Mimulus sp.) – long blooming in white, red, orange, or yellow  
 
Shrubs 
4. Vine hill or ‘Howard McMinn’ Manzanita (Arctostaphylos densiflora) – draught- 
    resistant, easily-pruned, evergreen shrub with attractive white bloom in February 
5. Wooley blue curls (Trichostema lanatum) – Long blooming, blue-flowered shrub 
6. Island bush poppy (Dendromecon hardfordii) –Long blooming, yellow flower 
 
Tall Shrub 
7. Toyon, Christmas berry (Heteromeles arbutifolia) – Attractive red berries at Christmas 
 
Small Trees 
8. Knobcone Pine (Pinus attenuata) –Attractive, small pine native to this area.  (Hard to 
     find, so may have to Substitute Shore Pine (Pinus contorta). 
9. Vine maple (Acer circinatum) –Nearest native to a Japanese maple…Red leaves in Fall 
10.Mountain mahogony (Cercocarpus betuloides) – Small, hardy evergreen tree used as     
     screen or to soften the roof lines of a house. 
 
 
 
Twenty additional California Natives I would not want to do without: 
 
 
 
Flowers: pink ribbons (Clarkia concinna), California poppy (Eschscholzia californica), 
Douglas iris (Iris douglasiana), Cedros Island verbena (Verbena lilacina ‘De la Mina’), 
Cleveland sage (Salvia Clevelandii), Seaside daisy (Erigenon glaucus), Leopard lily 
(Lilium pardalinum), Rosy buckwheat (Eriogonum grande, var rubescens); Shrubs: 
Western huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum), Silver bush lupine (Lupinus albifrons), 
Western service berry (amelanchier alnifolia), Pacific Coast waxmyrtle (Myrica 
Californica), Coast silktassel (Garrya elliptica), Dr. Hurd manzanita (Arctostaphylos ‘Dr. 
Hurd’), Spice bush (Calycanthus occidentalis), Flannel bush (Fremontodendron 
‘California Glory’); Small Trees: Madrone (Arbutus menziessi), Shore Pine (Pinus 
contorta), Blue elderberry (Sambucus coerulea); Large Shade Tree:  Black oak (Quercus 
kelloggii). 


