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HOUSE Boat Lake... Al Kyte created a low-maintenance garden PI.A\' NUW
All Listings in Moraga, transforming his typical suburban lot
i into a landscape with a natural, woodsy feel that
Advertisement provides food, shelter, and nesting areas for
wildlife.

More than 100 species of California natives attract
more than 90 species of birds, including California
thrashers, Western tanagers and black-throated
gray warblers. In addition to providing food and
habitat for the birds, Kyte also has supplied ample
bird houses, suet and seed feeders, bird baths,
brush piles and dust bath areas.

An extensive stream tumbles down through offset
falls, a meander, and a shallow riffle/bird beach
area before spilling into a fish and turtle pond.
Rock outcroppings, wood piles and sandy areas
for egg-laying add habitat for Western fence and
alligator lizards.

Glen Schneider has created a landscape
reminiscent of what the Berkeley flats might have
looked like before the arrival of Europeans. Glen's
approach is restoration, the style is wild and
natural and the boundary between "garden” and "nature" is dissolving.

http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105 Page 1 of 3


http://extras.mnginteractive.com/live/xsl/memv/xml/571_most_viewed_rss.xml
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://forums.contracostatimes.com/n/mb/compose.asp?webtag=cc-lifeculture&ctx=2048
http://yourviews.contracostatimes.com/mycapture/photos/Category.aspx?CategoryID=26667
http://www.contracostatimes.com/homeandgarden
http://www.twitter.com/bayareahg
http://www.twitter.com/gardeneditor
http://www.contracostatimes.com/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=2952519
http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_14846078?source=most_viewed
http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_14861904?source=most_viewed
http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_14855607?source=most_viewed
http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_14842391?source=most_viewed
http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_14861569?source=most_viewed
http://www.contracostatimes.com/ci_14842961?source=most_viewed
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.mercurynews.com/alllistings
javascript:%20popup(%22RePrint%22,%22http://www.reprintbuyer.com/mags/knightridder/reprints.html%22,600,400);
javascript:%20popup(%22RePrint%22,%22http://www.reprintbuyer.com/mags/knightridder/reprints.html%22,600,400);
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
javascript:%20popup(%22email%22,%22/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=14839105&hostName=www.contracostatimes.com&section=/search&siteId=571&siteName=Contra%20Costa%20Times%22,600,400);
javascript:%20popup(%22email%22,%22/portlet/article/html/fragments/email_article.jsp?article=14839105&hostName=www.contracostatimes.com&section=/search&siteId=571&siteName=Contra%20Costa%20Times%22,600,400);
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=16477o8qs/M=600635473.600658961.407468230.405802525/D=nconsrc/S=2022776221:AP15/Y=PARTNER_US/L=dfa3d08e-45bf-11df-a68a-df0a28aab6f0/B=H8IDAkS0qTw-/J=1271027623767435/K=qCXziZCCTF0v.ScFakS5hQ/EXP=1271034823/A=1750062722409597071/R=0/X=2/SIG=1153lqd4e/*http://www.isingsculliganwater.com/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=164t61ooq/M=600635476.600658964.407468233.405802525/D=nconsrc/S=2022776221:AP15/Y=PARTNER_US/L=dfa3d08e-45bf-11df-a68a-df0a28aab6f0/B=HsIDAkS0qTw-/J=1271027623767435/K=qCXziZCCTF0v.ScFakS5hQ/EXP=1271034823/A=1750062735294500934/R=0/X=2/SIG=11cq2a18j/*http://www.earlscheib.com/Coupon_BANG.aspx
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/search/ci_14839105#
http://www.contracostatimes.com/portlet/article/html/render_gallery.jsp?articleId=14839105&siteId=571&startImage=1
http://www.bayareanewsgroup.com/
https://secure.passport.mnginteractive.com/mngi/servletDispatch/ErightsPassportServlet.dyn
https://secure.www.contracostatimes.com/registration?rPage=register
https://secure.passport.mnginteractive.com/mngi/servletDispatch/ErightsPassportServlet.dyn?rEmail=#NL
https://www.bayareanewsgroup.info/cct/mysubscription/
http://m.contracostatimes.com/
http://m.contracostatimes.com/cb/453/subscribe.html
http://www.contracostatimes.com/rss
http://www.theadhawk.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/bayareacom/?site=contracostatimes
http://contracostatimes.kaango.com/
http://www.contracostatimes.com/real-estate
http://www.contracostatimes.com/cars
http://www.contracostatimes.com/hotjobs
http://www.contracostatimes.com/
http://www.contracostatimes.com/news
http://www.contracostatimes.com/my-town
http://www.contracostatimes.com/sports
http://www.contracostatimes.com/business
http://www.contracostatimes.com/entertainment
http://www.contracostatimes.com/bay-area-living
http://www.contracostatimes.com/columns
http://www.contracostatimes.com/opinion
http://www.contracostatimes.com/help

Gardening for wildlife - ContraCostaTimes.com 4/11/10 4:14 PM

Native wildlife, especially flying creatures, have returned to Glen's garden in droves. Berries, seeds, nuts, nectar,
pollen, nesting areas and shelter are amply provided.

The garden is home to 46 species of birds, 12 species of butterflies and more than 200 species of insects and
spiders. Tiny native bees have been found in the garden, spending the night under dried yarrow flowers.

Inspired by the Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour, Concord residents Roy and Rosa Detwiler removed their
struggling lawn and replaced it with a heady blend of natives and Mediterranean plants.

Their vibrant, unrepressed garden not only brims with color but features two ponds N one with a waterfall N and a
bog, which feed into each other through an artful series of channels cut through the flagstone paths that separate
them.

Plants that support both the caterpillar and winged stages of the butterfly life cycle were chosen for the Detwiler
garden. Pacific chorus frogs found the pond on their own.

About 20 species of birds now frequent the garden, including a bevy of quail
that have nested near the patio and raised 11 babies in the back yard.

Anni Jensen and Carol Manahan's well-known Richmond garden is in
transition. The front garden is now planted with 130 species of native plants,
with an emphasis on plants that attract native bees.

Coastal prairie plants were included because they might have grown on this
site when the Huchiun Indians lived in their nearby village along Wildcat
Creek.

- -— A s
In Al Kyte's back yard, trails lead
through an open woodland to a 25
Seeds, bramble thickets and a birdbath make this garden as attractive to foot long stream that tumbles down
wildlife as it is to people. Hummers love the "hummingbird buffet,” and through off-set falls, a meander, and
. " . a shallow riffle/bird beach area before
spend t_helr days flitting back and forth between their nectar food plants and spilling into a fish and turte pond.
the native grassland. (Kathy Kramer/Bringing Back the
Natives Garden Tour )
Sixteen species of butterflies have been seen in this garden, which contains
numerous butterfly larval plants and more than 20 species of nectar plants. Carol and Anni pride themselves on
having created a "bug paradise."

Kathy Kramer is the founder of the annual Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour. Nora Harlow
is with the East Bay Municipal Utility District.

Garden tour

e What: Sixth annual Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour

o When: May 2

e Where: This award-winning, self-guided tour includes 50 showcase Alameda and Contra Costa gardens that are
pesticide-free, water- conserving, provide habitat for wildlife, and contain 50 percent or more native plants. Several
of the tour gardens will feature talks on how to garden for wildlife.

e Cost: Free, but space is limited. Deadline for registration is April 20. To reserve your place or to sign up to be a
volunteer, go to www.bringingbackthenatives.net.

e More: Native Plant Sale Extravaganza, conducted in conjunction with the tour, takes place May 1-2. Details of the
nurseries involved are available on Bringing Back the Natives Web site.

Resources

Resources for Attracting Wildlife with Native Plants

e Foralist of native plants that support native butterflies, see the Native Here website at
http://www.ebcnps.org/nativehere.html

e For a wealth of information on how to garden for native bees, see the Urban Bee Garden Web site at
nature.berkeley.edu/urbanbeegardens/

e To learn more about gardening for wildlife, go the National Wildflie Federation's Backyard Wildlife Habitat Web
site at www.nwf.org.
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The anise swallowtail caterpillar on its native host plant, yampah. People often grow the invasive fennel for this butterfly, but
yampah is much better. (Kathy Kramer/Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour )
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Dutchman's pipevine is the only host plant for the pipevine swallowtail butterfly. (Kathy Kramer/Bringing Back the Natives Garden
Tour )
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Concord residents Roy and Rosa Detwiler built a small backyard water garden and stepping stones using three ponds for water
filtration. (Saxon Holt/courtesy )
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Clarkia amoena (Kathy Kramer/Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour )
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California lilac in Al Kyte s Moraga garden is a bee magnet in the spring. (Kathy Kramer/Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour )
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