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Bringing Back the Natives, other garden
tours
Joe Eaton,Ron Sullivan
Sunday, March 28, 2010

    More...

Mary Cooper's garden is a standout on her Castro

Valley block: alive with color, scent and forms. It's

more than handsome; it's a gorgeous non-thirsty little

habitat for birds, bumblebees and other species that keep our landscape functioning whether we notice or

not.

This is its third year as a stop on the popular Bringing Back the Natives garden tour May 2 in Alameda

and Contra Costa counties, one of several garden tours taking place over the next month in the Bay Area.

Cooper's garden has definitely come into its own. It slopes up from the street to a line of pink-flowering

wild currant against the house. When we saw it in early March, the Chinese houses were in bloom. Other

plants, like the tall flannelbush on the edge and the patch of woolly sunflower ("Oregon sunshine") were

waiting their turn.

"Pete suggested I put it in the tour right after he installed the garden," Cooper said. "It was only about 5

months old, but you could see the bones. Now it's really filling in." "Pete" is Pete Veilleux, owner of East

Bay Wilds landscaping (eastbaywilds.com) and native-plant maven.

Cooper described her previous garden as "a big ratty wall of junipers." She'd intended to hire Veilleux, 45,

and his crew just to remove the overgrown parts, but "I decided I wanted it to be all natives. One thing led

to another, and he ended up designing most of the front yard."

That suited Cooper just fine. "My sister and I like gardening and plants," she said. "We've done a lot of

hiking and wildflowering. We went on the first Bringing Back the Natives tour in 2005 and it was really

appealing to me - changing the yard to make it more interesting."

Her neighbors approve: "The first year the garden was on the tour, people came by and said, 'I like what

you did with it.' One neighbor said she went drought-tolerant after looking at my yard. Last year, a couple

came by who had just moved to Castro Valley. They had junipers, and were really looking to do something

different."

Cooper keeps track of visiting wildlife. "I've seen species I didn't have before, including a western

bluebird," she said. "I've seen a few more butterflies and definitely a couple of resident hummingbirds.

They really like that hummingbird sage, and it blooms all year long."
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Cooper may be a convert, but she's not a purist. Her garden includes a dwarf pomegranate, a scatter of

daffodils and two tall terra cotta containers packed with nonnative succulents. Somehow it all works.

Veilleux, who had stopped by to add a California pipevine and a woolly blue-curls to a recently planted

section of the garden, said, "Mary is a wonderful client. I love her enthusiasm." They connected through

her brother-in-law Ken Peek, an Alameda County agricultural inspector.

He discovered native plants when growing up in rural New England, near the Connecticut River between

Connecticut and Vermont. "I started landscaping our home out of things I found in the woods," he

recalled.

He moved to California in 1987. "A good friend, Wally Hilton, got me into natives out here. He introduced

me to Judith Larner Lowry (Larner Seeds) and Gerda Isenberg (the late founder of Yerba Buena Nursery).

Gerda gave me a lot of plants that I still have."

Veilleux's nursery is in nearby Cull Canyon. "I always try to use some native species really local to the

gardens I plant - hazelnut, toyon, snowberry. But I also use the best cultivars of natives. Some people

pooh-pooh cultivars and hybrids, but I think they're fantastic. We're competing with nonnative plants with

big showy flowers."

Besides Cooper's, Veilleux has four other gardens in the East Bay tour; one in Walnut Creek features

native plants from Mount Diablo. He'll be selling plants at all five gardens.

"You get hooked on native plants and it becomes the total passion of your life," he said. "My goal is to get

the people into it to the point where they're joining the California Native Plant Society. Some that I

introduced to natives are now leading wildflower hikes and serving on committees for garden tours."

Inside: A roundup of spring garden tours in the Bay Area. L2

Spring garden tours

The Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour, a free, self-guided tour of 50 gardens throughout

Alameda and Contra Costa counties with 50 percent or more native plants, takes place 10 a.m.-5 p.m. May

2. The event includes plant sales with rare and hard-to-find natives. For guidebooks and tickets, register

now. This tour fills up early. Go to bringingbackthenatives.net/registration-2010.

If you can't make the tour, here are some of the others taking place in the Bay Area in April and May.

Register or order tickets early, as many of these events sell out early.

Going Native Garden Tour. Self-guided tour of gardens that are low maintenance, conserve water and

attract birds and butterflies. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. April 18, Santa Clara Valley and Peninsula. Free. Registration

required. gngt.org.

Annual Native Plant Garden Tour. The Yerba Buena Chapter of the California Native Plant Society

sponsors this free, self-guided tour of San Francisco native plant gardens from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. April 25.

(510) 759 3178 Gardens listed at www.cnps-yerbabuena.org.

http://www.cnps-yerbabuena.org/
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Gamble Garden Spring Tour. Includes six private gardens in Palo Alto and the Gamble Garden. 10

a.m.-4 p.m. April 23-24. $30-$35. Elizabeth F. Gamble Garden Center, 1431 Waverley St., Palo Alto. (650)

329-1356. www.gamblegarden.org.

Secret Gardens of the East Bay. Green ideas are featured in this self-guided tour of 11 gardens in the

East Bay. Proceeds from the tour and the marketplace go to scholarship and academic programs of Park

Day School. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. April 25, $45. Special limited tour, April 24, $140. (510) 653-0317, Ext. 103.

www.secretgardentour.org.

Bay-Friendly Gardens. Organized by Alameda County's Stopwaste, this free, self-guided tour of more

than 40 public and private gardens in Alameda County includes several garden clusters that are walkable

or bike-able. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. April 25. Native plants, Mediterranean perennials and vegetable starts

available for sale at some gardens. Registration is required to receive a guidebook with directions and

garden descriptions. Deadline to register is April 16. (510) 444-7645 or bayfriendly.org.

Gardens, Art and Architecture XVI. The Outdoor Art Club of Mill Valley's tour of five Mill Valley

gardens and homes includes Bill Graham's rammed-earth home (exterior only). 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. April 29.

$35; $45 at the door. (415) 455-4695. www.outdoorartclub.org.

Through the Garden Gate Garden Tour. Showcases two gardens in Lafayette, one in Moraga and two

in Orinda, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. May 1. Benefits Farm 2 Kids, providing fresh produce to elementary schools by

working with after-school programs. $30. (925) 639-5904. www.moragajuniors.org.

Garden Conservancy's Open Days Program. Self-guided tours of private gardens from 10 a.m.-4

p.m. May 2 in Los Gatos, Monte Sereno and Saratoga; 10 a.m.-4 p.m. May 15 in Atherton, Los Altos and

Woodside; May 22 in San Francisco (hours vary) $5 admission to each garden. (888) 842-2442.

opendaysprogram.org.

Danville-Alamo Branch of the AAUW Garden Tour. Seven gardens in Alamo and Danville. Benefits

AAUW's Education Foundation. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. May 7 and 8. $30; $35 after April 30; $25 seniors 65 and

older. For tickets with locations, mail check payable to Danville-Alamo AAUW EF with a business-size,

self-addressed, stamped envelope to AAUW Garden Tour, 400 Cliffside Drive, Danville, CA 94526. (925)

831-1784. www.aauw-da.org.

Santa Clara Spring Garden Tour. The Santa Clara Woman's Club and the Historic Preservation

Society of Santa Clara present a tour of six gardens. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. May 8. $15. Harris-Lass House

Museum, 1889 Market St., Santa Clara. (408) 296-5949. www.harrislass.org.

Ross Beyond the Garden Gate Tour. Four local gardens. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. May 8. $35. Benefits Ross

School fine arts department. (415) 482-7983, Ext. 401. www.rossgardentour.org.

Showcasing Windsor Garden Tour. Six gardens and two homes in Windsor open for self-guided tour

from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. May 14 and 15. Sponsored by the Sonoma County Medical Association Alliance

Foundation and benefits youth health charities. $40 before April 30; $45 after. Tickets good both days.

(707) 578-4537. scmaa.org.

Marin Eco-Friendly Garden Tour. Self-guided tour of more than 30 bay-friendly gardens. 10 a.m.-4
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Marin Eco-Friendly Garden Tour. Self-guided tour of more than 30 bay-friendly gardens. 10 a.m.-4

p.m. May 15. $10, registration required. To pay by credit card, call (415) 897-4133 (a $3 transaction fee

will apply to credit card orders). For more information call (415) 499-3202. www.mcstoppp.org.

Hidden Gardens of the Valley Tour. Provides exclusive access to 10 of Pleasanton's exclusive private

gardens. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. May 16. $35, at Valley Humane Society Office, 3670 Nevada St., Pleasanton, or

www.valleyhumane.org. (925) 426-8656.

Gardens Galore. St. Joseph Garden Club of Alameda's self-guided tour consists of six Alameda gardens.

11 a.m.-5 p.m. May 16. $20 in advance; $25 the day of the tour. Proceeds benefit St. Joseph Notre Dame

High School and St. Joseph Elementary School. For tickets call (510) 995-9544. Tickets also available in

Alameda at Daisy's, 1347 Park St., Thomsen's Garden Center, 1113 Lincoln Ave.; Smart Phone and Photo,

2006 Encinal Ave.

Vallejo Garden Tour. Features seven colorful gardens. 10 a.m.-3 p.m. May 16. $30, at Vallejo Naval and

Historical Museum, 734 Marin St., or www.vallejomuseum.org. (707) 643-0077.

A Sense of Place: A Walk in the Inverness Hills. Visit six coastal gardens in a hidden valley above

Tomales Bay on this tour sponsored by the Inverness Garden Club from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. May 23.

Plantings range from coastal natives to vegetables and fruits suited to the coastal climate. $40; $50 on the

day of the event (space permitting). (415) 395-8371. www.invernessgardens.org. No stroller, wheelchair or

walker access to the garden sites. No pets.

St. Paul's Garden Tour. Features gardens of several homes in Walnut Creek and Alamo. Proceeds go to

the maintenance of the church's properties. $25. Starts at 9:30 a.m. May 29 at St. Paul's Episcopal Church,

1924 Trinity Ave., Walnut Creek. (925) 934-2324. www.stpaulswc.org.

Joe Eaton and Ron Sullivan are naturalists and freelance garden writers in Berkeley. Check out their Web

site at www.selbornesurveys.com or e-mail them at home@sfchronicle.com.
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Bringing Back the Natives, other garden tours

Mary Cooper created a garden of native plants in the front yard of her home in Castro Valley.

Photo: Laura Morton / Special to The Chronicle
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Bringing Back the Natives, other garden tours

Mary Cooper has placed small markers to identify plants in the garden she created in the front yard of
her home in Castro Valley. The garden focuses on plants native to the area.

Photo: Laura Morton / Special to The Chronicle
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Bringing Back the Natives, other garden tours

The Pacific Coast Iris is one of the plants found in Mary Cooper's Castro Valley garden.

Photo: Laura Morton / Special to The Chronicle
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Bringing Back the Natives, other garden tours

A bee lands on a 'Dark Star' ceanothus.

Photo: Laura Morton / Special to The Chronicle

E-
MAIL

SHARE COMMENTS (0)

View Comments »

Be the first to share your thoughts on this story.

Add Your Comment

You must be signed in to add a comment. Sign In | Register

1-3 of 21

A gardener's
culture
calendar

Gardens of
the future

Aquaponics'
growth

The Faces of Bay Area
Vegans

View Photo
View Comments

advertisement | your ad here

1. Homeless ex-reporter opted for Berkeley
streets

2. One dead, three wounded in San Francisco
shooting

3. On the Couch: Megan Mendivil Nims and
David Nims

4. One killed, three badly wounded in shooting
near S.F. downtown

5. Tina Fey and her Palin impression return to
`SNL'

6. NFL Draft: 2010 Mock Draft - Redskins and
49ers trade picks

7. Mourners pay tribute to Wagner grandson

advertisement | your ad here

  SFGate Web Search by YAHOO! |  Advanced Search

http://www.sfgate.com/mediakit/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=1612s37vc/M=600608608.600630554.406605464.405520362/D=nclifhg/S=2022776545:N/Y=PARTNER_US/L=146bfa08-45c5-11df-bf8f-3387b03a73aa/B=nyBYD0S0qdY-/J=1271029859802820/K=P2YHptFzdRbl6pqrHtlODQ/EXP=1271037059/A=1746357170655461347/R=0/X=2/SIG=11basibeg/*http://www.fpnc.com/fertility_specialists
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/chronicle/
https://www.subscriber-services.com/sfchron/ns/nssplash.asp?pid=37
http://www.sfgate.com/news/bayarea/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/nation/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/world/
http://www.sfgate.com/politics/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/crime/
http://www.sfgate.com/technology/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/sfgate/
http://www.sfgate.com/education/
http://www.sfgate.com/sfgreen/
http://www.sfgate.com/science/
http://www.sfgate.com/health/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/weird/
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/webreg/user/xaccount
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/webreg/user/reg_cnt
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/gallery/buyphotos/
http://www.sfgate.com/gallery/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph2_0501384997.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F24%2Fho-dirt28_iris_p_0501385004.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F24%2Fho-dirt28_iris_p_0501385004.jpg
mailto:?subject=SFGate:%20Bringing%20Back%20the%20Natives,%20other%20garden%20tours&body=I%20found%20this%20photo%20on%20SFGate%20that%20I%20thought%20you%20would%20be%20interested.%0A%0ACaption:%20A%20bee%20lands%20on%20a%20'Dark%20Star'%20ceanothus.%20%0A%0A%0Ahttp://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f%3d/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL%26object%3d%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg
mailto:?subject=SFGate:%20Bringing%20Back%20the%20Natives,%20other%20garden%20tours&body=I%20found%20this%20photo%20on%20SFGate%20that%20I%20thought%20you%20would%20be%20interested.%0A%0ACaption:%20A%20bee%20lands%20on%20a%20'Dark%20Star'%20ceanothus.%20%0A%0A%0Ahttp://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f%3d/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL%26object%3d%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg
javascript:sfgate_share('facebook');
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/comments?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/comments?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/comments?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/comments?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article/comments/login?dest=%2Fcgi-bin%2Fobject%2Fcomments%3Ff%3D%2Fc%2Fa%2F2010%2F03%2F28%2FHO151CFP50.DTL%26object%3D%252Fc%252Fpictures%252F2010%252F03%252F23%252Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg%23commentform
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/webreg/user/reg_art?url=%2Fcgi-bin%2Fobject%2Fcomments%3Ff%3D%2Fc%2Fa%2F2010%2F03%2F28%2FHO151CFP50.DTL%26object%3D%252Fc%252Fpictures%252F2010%252F03%252F23%252Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg%23commentform
javascript:sfg_pho001_alt_garden_photo_gal.prev();
javascript:sfg_pho001_alt_garden_photo_gal.next();
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/31/DDA61CGI45.DTL&o=&type=homeandgarden&type=homeandgarden
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/31/DDA61CGI45.DTL&o=&type=homeandgarden&type=homeandgarden
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/04/04/HOK91CMBK6.DTL&o=&type=homeandgarden
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/04/04/HOK91CMBK6.DTL&o=&type=homeandgarden
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/21/HO3Q1CGSL1.DTL&o=&type=homeandgarden&type=homeandgarden
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/21/HO3Q1CGSL1.DTL&o=&type=homeandgarden&type=homeandgarden
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/g/a/2010/04/08/veganfaces.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F04%2F08%2Ffd-veganfaces_0501457311.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/g/a/2010/04/08/veganfaces.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F04%2F08%2Ffd-veganfaces_0501457311.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/comments?f=/g/a/2010/04/08/veganfaces.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F04%2F08%2Ffd-veganfaces_0501457311.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/mediakit/
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=164430kqg/M=600608607.600630553.406605463.407017461/D=nclifhg/S=2022776545:LREC/Y=PARTNER_US/L=146bfa08-45c5-11df-bf8f-3387b03a73aa/B=niBYD0S0qdY-/J=1271029859802820/K=P2YHptFzdRbl6pqrHtlODQ/EXP=1271037059/A=1746357166360494050/R=0/X=2/SIG=11basibeg/*http://www.fpnc.com/fertility_specialists
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/g/a/2010/04/08/veganfaces.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F04%2F08%2Ffd-veganfaces_0501457311.jpg
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO151CFP50.DTL&object=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph4_0501385002.jpg#
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/04/11/BA831COQP3.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2010/04/11/state/n112015D90.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/04/11/LV5H1CDT5B.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/04/11/BAG41CT67P.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2010/04/10/entertainment/e212640D61.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/abraham/detail?entry_id=61048
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/n/a/2010/04/11/entertainment/e101522D62.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/mediakit/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/qws/as/main
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=165qth4sc/M=600651294.600685718.407922262.405459840/D=nclifhg/S=2022776545:AP107/Y=PARTNER_US/L=146bfa08-45c5-11df-bf8f-3387b03a73aa/B=nCBYD0S0qdY-/J=1271029859802820/K=P2YHptFzdRbl6pqrHtlODQ/EXP=1271037059/A=1752012775000965432/R=0/X=2/SIG=1160hgmlo/*http://www.sfgate.com/sundaycontent/
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/news/
http://www.sfgate.com/sports/
http://www.sfgate.com/business/
http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/
http://www.sfgate.com/food/
http://www.sfgate.com/living/
http://www.sfgate.com/travel/
http://www.sfgate.com/columns/
http://www.sfgate.com/buyandsell
http://www.sfgate.com/jobs/
http://www.sfgate.com/homes/
http://www.sfgate.com/autos/


4/11/10 4:50 PMBringing Back the Natives, other garden tours

Page 1 of 2http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?f=/c/a/2010/03/28/HO…t=%2Fc%2Fpictures%2F2010%2F03%2F23%2Fho-dirt28_ph2_0501384997.jpg

advertisement | your ad here

Flashhome of the

Subscribe to the weekend Chronicle

Bay Area & State Nation World Politics Crime Tech Obituaries Education Green Science Health Weird Opinion

Sign In | Register

« Back to Article | Buy Photos | More Photo Galleries 2 of 6

Submit

Bringing Back the Natives, other garden tours

Mary Cooper in her Castro Valley garden, which will be on the Bringing Back the Natives tour.

Photo: Laura Morton / Special to The Chronicle
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Bringing Back the Natives, other garden tours

Flannelbush (fremontodendron) is blooming in Mary Cooper's Castro Valley garden, which is full of
native plants.

Photo: Laura Morton / Special to The Chronicle
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